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Dear Colleagues and Interested Parties:
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One  of the  principa l re a s ons  Arizona 's  founding fa the rs  cre a te d the  Arizona  Corpora tion
Commiss ion wa s  to pla ce  a  che ck on the  notorious ly powe rful ra ilroa d compa nie s . S a dly, the
concerns tha t our founding fa thers  considered a t s ta tehood s till exis t today.

Arizona  communitie s  have  increas ingly found it difficult to work with ra ilroad companie s . Sa fe ty

issues  and the  unwillingness  to coopera te  with loca l governments  is  a  cons tant concern. It is  not
uncommon to hea r communitie s  trying to improve  the ir ne ighborhoods  by adding cross ings  only
to have  ra ilroads demand tha t they shut others  down.

Much of the  power to ensure  ra ilroad companies  a re  not causing harm resides thousands of miles
away. Howeve r, Arizona  s till re ta ins  the  ability to ove rsee  the  sa fe ty of ra ilroad cross ings  in our
communities  and ne ighborhoods.

Luckily, fe llow Commiss ione rs  and the  Commiss ion's  Ra ilroad Sa fe ty Divis ion take  these  sa fe ty
cha lle nge s  se rious ly. The  le t, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, a nd 12th mos t da nge rous  ra ilroa d cross ings  in the
na tion a re  in Arizona . Commiss ione rs  a nd the  S a fe ty Divis ion ha ve  be e n he e ding the  ca ll a nd
working hard with the  parties  involved to change the  sta tus of the  above mentioned crossings. The
Commiss ion has  a lso approved the  hiring of additiona l s ta ff for track and cross ing inspections . I
commend these  e fforts  and sugges t tha t we  continue  to widen our gaze  in conside ring the  much
bigger problem our s ta te  faces.

Ra ilroad companie s  have  had a  his tory of ma lfeasance  in Arizona  which has  re sulted in unsa fe
conditions  in our ne ighborhoods . In the  pa s t, the  Commiss ion ha s  re sponde d with compa ra bly
s ma ll me a s ure s . Tha t is  why I a m ta king s e ve ra l s te ps  to e ncoura ge  a  s a fe r e nvironme nt for
Arizona  res idents .



To s ta rt, I will be  reviewing current s ta te  laws  and regula tions  pe rta ining to the  dutie s  of ra ilroad
compa nie s  in Arizona . The  Commis s ion ne e ds  to cons ide r much more  robus t s a fe ty a nd
maintenance  requirements  than those  exis ting on the  books  today. Included in this  review will be
considera tion of substantia lly higher fines  which would actua lly encourage  compliance  with these
he ighte ne d s ta nda rds . Arizona  s hould ha ve  the  s a fe s t cros s ings  in the  country, not the  mos t
dangerous.

Until the n, it is  time  for the  curre nt Commis s ion to tighte n up its  e nforce me nt. Although a ll
compla ints  be fore  the  Commiss ion will be  decided on the ir individua l merits , I encourage  fe llow
Commissioners  to consider maximum fines  and requirements  in the ir de libe ra tions .
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CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE

On this  24th day of August, 2016, the  foregoing document was  filed with Docke t Control a s
Correspondence  from Commissioner Tom Forese and copies  of the  foregoing were  mailed on
beha lf of the  Commiss ioner to the  following who have  not consented to email se rvice . On this
da te  or as  soon as  possible  thereafte r, the  Commission's  eDocke t program will automatica lly
email a  link of the  foregoing document to the  following who have  consented to email se rvice .
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